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would have to deal at first were Hamath, Damas-
cus, and Patin, the small but fertile and powerful
state between the Afrin and the Orontes, which
had given much trouble to his father. Patin was
not so powerful as the other two, but could not be
left out of account in a western invasion. Hamath
was the center of Aramaean influence in northern
Syria, and under the leadership of Irkhulina was
no mean antagonist. But by far the most power-
ful and important of the three states was Damascus,
whose king at this time was Ben-Hadad II. If
an enduring union could be formed between
these two states and allies secured in Phoenicia
and in Israel, the peoples of the west might defy
even the disciplined and victorious armies of As-
syria. But the ambition of Damascus to be actual
head over all the western territory and mutual jeal-
ousies among the other states prevented any real
union against the common oppressor. However,
the threatened advance of Assyria was sufficient
to bury for a time at least their differences and a
confederation for mutual defense was formed for a
year, during which time it was a powerful factor
in the history of western Asia,

Shalmaneser II was ready for the attempt on
the west in 854. The campaign of that year is
of such great importance that it will be well to
set it down in the words of the Monolith inscrip-
tion, with such further comment as may be neces-
sary to make its meaning clear:

uln the eponymy of Dayan-Asshur, in the month